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MEDIA RELEASE
July 8, 1986
UM SENIOR'S PLAY WINS PETER LEFT HAND AWARD 
MISSOULA —
Bill Yellow Robe's star continues to rise. The University 
of Montana senior, a prolific writer and a familiar face in 
campus drama productions, has received the first Peter Left Hand 
Award for his play "The Breaking of Another Circle."
The $100 prize, which is administered by the UM Foundation 
and will be given yearly to a UM student, recognizes the "best 
paper, art or drama piece written by an undergraduate Native 
American on some aspect of Plains Indian Culture." The award was 
established by Fred Voget of Indiana in memory of a Crow Indian 
who helped him research the Crow tribe.
Yellow Robe, an Assiniboine Indian who hails from Wolf 
Point, focused his award-winning play on the struggle for 
survival by members of an Indian family torn apart by alcoholism 
and drugs. The play was chosen for the award by three UM faculty 
members: anthropology Professor Katherine Weist, Native American
studies Assistant Professor Richmond Clow and humanities 
Professor Roger Dunsmore.
A drama and journalism major, Yellow Robe began writing in 
the sixth grade and has kept up a hectic pace ever since. Among 
his many works are the story "The Burning of Uncle" and the one-
more
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act plays "Wink-Dah" and "Sneaky.” "Sneaky" is scheduled to be 
produced by the professional Native American Theatre Ensemble of 
Los Angeles. Yellow Robe's current projects include writing the 
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